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U.S. House Speaker Pelosi arrives in 
Taiwan, defying Beijing 


People walk past a billboard welcoming U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, in Taipei, Taiwan, 
Tuesday, Aug 2, 2022. 
Associated Press 
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U.S. House Speaker Pelosi arrives in Taiwan, defying Beijing 


By HUIZHONG WU and EI- 
LEEN NG 
Associated Press 
TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) — U.S. 
House Speaker Nancy Pe- 
losi arrived in Taiwan late 
Tuesday, 
becoming 
the 
highest-ranking American 
official in 25 years to visit the 
self-ruled island claimed by 
China, which quickly an- 
nounced that it would con- 
duct military maneuvers in 
retaliation for her presence. 
Pelosi arrived aboard a 
U.S. Air Force passenger jet 
and was greeted on the 
tarmac at Taipei's interna- 
tional airport by Taiwan's 
foreign minister and other 
Taiwanese and American 
officials. She posed for pho- 
tos before her motorcade 
whisked her unseen into the 
parking garage of a hotel. 
Her visit has ratcheted up 
tension 
between 
China 
and the United States be- 
cause China claims Taiwan 
as part of its territory, and it 
views visits by foreign gov- 
ernment officials as recog- 
nition of the island's sover- 
eignty. 
The Biden administration, 
and Pelosi, say the United 
States remains committed 
to its "one-China policy," 
which recognizes Beijing 
but allows informal rela- 
tions and defense ties with 
Taipei. 
The speaker framed the trip 
as part of a broader mission 
at a time when "the world 
faces a choice between 
autocracy 
and 
democ- 
racy." Her visit comes after 
she led a congressional 
delegation to the Ukrainian 
capital of Kyiv in the spring, 
and it serves as a cap- 
stone to her many years 
of promoting democracy 
abroad. 
"We must stand by Taiwan," 
she said in an opinion piece 
published by The Washing- 
ton Post on her arrival in 
Taiwan. She cited the com- 
mitment that the U.S. made 
to a democratic Taiwan 
under a 1979 law. 
"It is essential that America 
and our allies make clear 
that we never give in to au- 
tocrats," she wrote. 
Taiwan and China split dur- 
ing a civil war in 1949, but 
China claims the island as 
its own territory and has 
not ruled out using military 


force to take it. 
The Biden administration 
did not explicitly urge Pe- 
losi to call off her plans. It 
repeatedly and publicly 
assured Beijing that the 
visit would not signal any 
change in U.S. policy to- 
ward Taiwan. 
Soon after Pelosi's arrival, 
China announced a series 
of military operations and 
drills, which followed prom- 
ises of "resolute and strong 
measures" if Pelosi went 
through with her visit. 
The 
People's 
Liberation 
Army said the maneuvers 
would take place starting 
Tuesday night in the waters 
and skies near Taiwan and 
include the firing of long- 
range ammunition in the 
Taiwan Strait. 
"This action is a solemn de- 
terrent against the recent 
major escalation of the 
negative actions of the 
United States on the Tai- 
wan issue, and a serious 
warning to the 'Taiwan in- 
dependence' forces seek- 
ing 'independence.'" 
China's official Xinhua News 
said the army planned to 
conduct live-fire drills from 
Aug. 4 to 7 across multiple 
locations. An image re- 
leased by the news agen- 
cy indicated that the drills 
were to take place in six 
different areas in the wa- 
ters surrounding Taiwan. 
Chinese Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi said Washington's 
betrayal "on the Taiwan is- 
sue is bankrupting its na- 
tional credibility." 


"Some American politicians 
are playing with fire on the 
issue of Taiwan," Wang 
said in a statement that 
referred to the U.S. as "the 
world's biggest saboteur of 
peace." 
Back in the United States, 
26 Republican lawmakers 
issued a statement of rare 
bipartisan support for the 
Democratic speaker. The 
statement called trips by 
members of Congress to 
Taiwan routine. 
Senate Republican Leader 
Mitch McConnell said he 
backed Pelosi's visit as a 
display of support for Tai- 
wan's democracy and said 
any allegations that her itin- 
erary was provocative are 
"utterly absurd." 
"I believe she has every 
right to go," McConnell said 
in a Senate speech. 
The trip was not officially 
announced ahead of time. 
Barricades were erected 
outside the Grand Hyatt 
Hotel in Taipei. Journalists 
and onlookers thronged 
the streets just outside and 
pressed against the hotel's 
lobby windows as they 
awaited 
Pelosi's 
motor- 
cade. Two buildings in the 
capital lit up LED displays 
with words of welcome, 
including the iconic Tai- 
pei 101 building, which 
said "Welcome to Taiwan, 
Speaker Pelosi." 
China has stepped up over- 
flights and other provoca- 
tive moves toward Taiwan 
and other neighboring ter- 
ritory in recent years, assert- 


ing broad claims of its rights 
around the region. 
China's 
military 
threats 
have 
driven 
concerns 
about a new crisis in the 
100-mile-wide (140-kilome- 
ter) Taiwan Strait that could 
roil global markets and sup- 
ply chains. 
The White House on Mon- 
day decried Beijing's rheto- 
ric, saying the U.S. has no 
interest in deepening ten- 
sions with China and "will 
not take the bait or en- 
gage in saber rattling." 
White House National Se- 
curity Council spokesper- 
son John Kirby underscored 
that the decision about 
whether to visit Taiwan was 
ultimately Pelosi's. 
"Put simply, there is no rea- 
son for Beijing to turn a po- 
tential visit consistent with 
longstanding 
U.S. 
policy 
into some sort of crisis or use 
it as a pretext to increase 
aggressive military activ- 
ity in or around the Taiwan 
Strait," Kirby said. 
U.S. officials have said the 
American military will in- 
crease its movements in 
the Indo-Pacific region dur- 
ing Pelosi's visit. The aircraft 
carrier USS Ronald Reagan 
and its strike group were in 
the Philippine Sea on Mon- 
day, according to officials 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity to discuss mili- 
tary operations. 
The Reagan, the cruiser USS 
Antietam and the destroyer 
USS Higgins left Singapore 
after a port visit and moved 
north to their home port in 


Japan. The carrier has an 
array of aircraft, including 
F/A-18 fighter jets and he- 
licopters, on board as well 
as sophisticated radar sys- 
tems and other weapons. 
Meanwhile, Taiwan's De- 
fense Ministry said early 
Wednesday 
that 
China 
had sent 21 planes flying 
toward Taiwan, 18 of them 
fighter jets. The rest includ- 
ed an early warning plane 
and an electronic warfare 
plane. 
Beijing sees official Ameri- 
can contact with Taiwan as 
encouragement to make 
the island's decades-old 
de facto independence 
permanent, a step U.S. 
leaders say they don't sup- 
port. Pelosi, head of one of 
three branches of the U.S. 
government, is the highest- 
ranking elected American 
official to visit Taiwan since 
then-Speaker Newt Gin- 
grich in 1997. 
The 
flight-tracking 
site 
Flightradar24 said Pelosi's 
aircraft, an Air Force ver- 
sion of the Boeing 737, was 
the most tracked in the 
world on Tuesday evening 
with 300,000 viewers. The 
plane took a roundabout 
route, flying east over Indo- 
nesia rather than directly 
over the South China Sea. 
Pelosi has used her position 
to be an emissary for the 
U.S. on the global stage. 
She has long challenged 
China on human rights, in- 
cluding traveling to Tianan- 
men Square in 1991, two 
years after China crushed 
a wave of democracy 
protests. In 2009, she hand- 
delivered a letter to then- 
President Hu Jintao calling 
for the release of political 
prisoners. She had sought 
to visit Taiwan's island de- 
mocracy earlier this year 
before testing positive for 
COVID-19. 
China has been steadily 
ratcheting up diplomatic 
and military pressure on 
Taiwan. China cut off all 
contact with Taiwan's gov- 
ernment in 2016 after Presi- 
dent Tsai Ing-wen refused 
to endorse its claim that 
the island and mainland 
together make up a single 
Chinese nation, with the 
Communist regime in Bei- 
jing being the sole legiti- 
mate government.q 


In this photo released by the Taiwan Ministry of Foreign Affairs, U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, 
center pose for photos after she arrives in Taipei, Taiwan, Tuesday, Aug. 2, 2022. 
Associated Press 
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By DARLENE SUPERVILLE 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Jill 
Biden says she didn’t doubt 
that she could keep teach- 
ing as first lady and over- 
came the skepticism that 
she could handle both jobs 
by instructing her staff to 
“figure it out.” 
In a new interview in the 
September issue of Real 
Simple magazine, the first 
lady describes how she 
uses Post-it notes to man- 
age her large family, and 
offers marriage advice to 
newlyweds hoping to cele- 
brate 45 years of marriage 
as she and President Joe 
Biden did on June 17. 
Biden is the first first lady to 
continue her career out- 
side the White House. 
“I think people were a little 
skeptical. Could I truly do it, 
since I was the first one to 
try it?,” she said. “But I knew 
I wanted to teach.” 
She said she told her staff, 
“This is what I want to do. 


We have to figure it out.’ 
Biden continues to teach 
English 
and 
writing 
at 
Northern Virginia Commu- 
nity College, which is where 
she taught during the eight 
years her husband was vice 
president. Her staff back 
then also doubted that she 
could teach and serve as 
second lady, but she man- 
aged. 
“I saw it work then, and I 
knew we could figure out 
how to do it now,” she said. 
Biden doesn’t like to use 
“juggling” or “balancing” 
to describe how she han- 
dles her responsibilities. 
“You can’t do anything in a 
haphazard way,” she said. 
“You have to have purpose 
while you’re doing it, and it 
has to be organized. That’s 
the key to it.” 
To that end, she relies on 
Post-it notes to manage 
her family gatherings and 
save herself from having 
to explain things over and 
over. She sticks instructions 


like “fill glasses with ice” or 
“light candles” to her kitch- 
en cabinets so family arriv- 
ing will know right away 
how to help. 
“Everything is set up so 
when somebody comes in, 
they do what they want to 
do,” she said. 
The first lady also uses Post- 
it notes to communicate 
with the president. 
“If I want to get a message 
to Joe, I put one on his mir- 
ror,” she said. 
“It may be a nice ‘I missed 
you’ or ‘I hope you get 
whatever it is you’re work- 
ing on.’” 
She said it’s taken a lot of 
work for her and the presi- 
dent to get to 45 years of 
marriage. Both were mar- 
ried previously. 
Joe Biden, 79, lost his first 
wife and infant daughter 


when the car she was driv- 
ing collided with a truck in 
Delaware just before Christ- 
mas 1972. His two young 
sons were gravely injured. 
Jill Biden, 71, was divorced 
from her first husband. 


“You have to work in any 
relationship, 
but 
espe- 
cially in marriage. It’s not 
always 50/50,” she said. 
“Sometimes you lean on 
him, sometimes he leans on 
you.q 


First lady Jill Biden visits Schulze Academy, Thursday, July 21, 
2022, in Detroit. 


Associated Press 


Jill Biden on teaching as first lady: ‘Knew I could do both’ 


By FATIMA HUSSEIN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
new round of U.S. sanctions 
targeting Russian elites in- 
cludes a woman named 
in news reports as Vladimir 
Putin’s longtime romantic 
partner. 
The Treasury Department 
said Tuesday that the gov- 
ernment has frozen the visa 
of Alina Kabaeva, an Olym- 
pic gymnast in her youth 
and former member of the 
state Duma, and imposed 


other property restrictions. 
The department said she 
is also head of a Russian 
national media company 
that promotes Russia’s in- 
vasion of Ukraine. 
Critics of the Kremlin and 
imprisoned Russian rights 
campaigner Alexey Na- 
valny have been calling for 
sanctions against Kabae- 
va, saying her news outlet 
took the lead in portraying 
Western commentary on 
the invasion as a disinfor- 
mation campaign.q 


Alina Kabayeva, a former champion rhythmic gymnast and 
now a Duma member for the pro-Kremlin United Russia party, 
attends the first plenary session of the newly-elected State 
Duma, the lower parliament chamber, Moscow, Russia, Jan. 13, 
2012. 


Associated Press 


Putin’s rumored girlfriend 
hit with latest U.S. sanctions 
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By JIM VERTUNO 
AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Fight- 
ing back tears and finally 
given the chance to con- 
front 
conspiracy 
theorist 
Alex Jones, the parents of a 
6-year-old killed in the 2012 
Sandy 
Hook 
Elementary 
school shooting described 
being put through a “liv- 
ing hell” of death threats, 
harassment and ongoing 
trauma over the last de- 
cade caused by Jones us- 
ing his media platforms to 
push claims that it was all a 
hoax. 
Neil Heslin and Scarlett 
Lewis, whose son Jesse was 
killed at Sandy Hook, took 
the witness stand Tuesday 
on the final day of tes- 
timony in the two-week 
defamation damages trial 
against Jones and his me- 
dia company Free Speech 
Systems. They are seeking 
at least $150 million dam- 
ages. 
In a gripping exchange, 
Lewis 
spoke 
directly 
to 
Jones, 
who 
was 
sitting 
about 10 feet away. Earlier 
that day, Jones was on his 
broadcast program telling 
his audience that Heslin is 
“slow” and being manipu- 
lated by bad people. 
“I am a mother first and 
foremost and I know you 
are a father. My son ex- 
isted,” Lewis said to Jones. 
“I am not deep state... I 
know you know that... And 
yet you’re going to leave 
this courthouse and say it 
again on your show.” 
At one point, Lewis asked 
Jones: “Do you think I’m an 


actor?” 
“No, I don’t think you’re an 
actor,” Jones responded 
before the judge admon- 
ished him to be quiet until 
called to testify. 
Lewis continued trying to 
impress on Jones that the 
Sandy Hook shooting and 
trauma inflicted in the de- 
cade since then was real. 
“It seems so incredible to 
me that we have to do this 
that we have to implore 
you, to punish you to get 
you to stop lying,” Lewis 
said. “I am so glad this day 
is here. I’m actually re- 
lieved. And grateful... that 
I got to say all this to you.” 
Jones visibly shook his head 
several times while Scarlett 
Lewis was addressing him. 
Heslin and Lewis are among 
several Sandy Hook fami- 


lies who have filed several 
lawsuits alleging that Sandy 
Hook hoax claims pushed 
by Jones have led to years 
of abuse by Jones and his 
followers. 
Heslin and Lewis both said 
they fear for their lives and 
have been confronted by 
strangers at home and on 
the street. Heslin said his 
home and car have been 
shot at. The jury heard a 
death threat sent via tele- 
phone message to another 
Sandy Hook family. 
“I can’t even describe the 
last nine and a half years, 
the living hell that I and oth- 
ers have had to endure be- 
cause of the recklessness 
and negligence of Alex 
Jones,” Heslin said. 
Scarlett 
Lewis 
also 
de- 
scribed threatening emails 


that seemed to have un- 
covered deep details of 
her personal life. 
“It’s fear for your life,” Scar- 
lett Lewis said. “You don’t 
know what they were go- 
ing to do.” 
Heslin said he didn’t know if 
the Sandy Hook hoax con- 
spiracy theory originated 
with Jones, but it was Jones 
who “lit the match and 
started the fire” with an 
online platform and broad- 
cast that reached millions 
worldwide. 
“What was said about me 
and Sandy Hook itself reso- 
nates around the world,” 
Heslin said. “As time went 
on, I truly realized how dan- 
gerous it was.” 
Jones 
skipped 
Heslin’s 
morning testimony while he 
was on his show a move 


Heslin dismissed as “cow- 
ardly” but arrived in the 
courtroom for part of Scar- 
lett Lewis’ testimony. He 
was accompanied by sev- 
eral private security guards. 
“Today is very important 
to me and it’s been a long 
time coming... to face Alex 
Jones for what he said 
and did to me. To restore 
the honor and legacy of 
my son,” Heslin said when 
Jones wasn’t there. 
Heslin told the jury about 
holding his son with a bul- 
let hole through his head, 
even describing the extent 
of the damage to his son’s 
body. A key segment of 
the case is a 2017 Infowars 
broadcast that said Heslin 
didn’t hold his son. 
The jury was shown a school 
picture of a smiling Jesse 
taken two weeks before 
he was killed. The parents 
didn’t receive the photo 
until after the shooting. 
They described how Jesse 
was known for telling class- 
mates to “run!” which likely 
saved lives. 
An apology from Jones 
wouldn’t be good enough, 
the parents said. 
“Alex started this fight,” 
Heslin said, “and I’ll finish 
this fight.” 
Heslin and Lewis suffer from 
a form of post-traumatic 
stress disorder that comes 
from constant trauma, simi- 
lar to that endured by sol- 
diers in war zones or child 
abuse victims, a forensic 
psychologist who studied 
their cases and met with 
them testified Monday.q 


SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — A 
Utah man has been ar- 
rested on accusations he 
started a wildfire while try- 
ing to burn a spider with his 
lighter. 
Cory Allan Martin, 26, told 
deputies that he spotted 
the spider Monday while 
he was in a hiking area in 
the foothills south of Salt 
Lake City near the city of 
Springville, shows a prob- 
able cause statement. He 
acknowledged starting the 
fire, but didn’t explain why 
he was trying to burn the 
spider. 
Deputies found a jar of 


marijuana in his belongings, 
but he didn’t appear to 
be high, said Utah County 
Sheriff’s Sgt. Spencer Can- 
non. 
There is no evidence to 
suggest 
he 
intentionally 
started the blaze, said Can- 
non, but he called it a reck- 
less and puzzling decision. 
This area and most of Utah 
are bone dry amid extreme 
drought conditions. 
“What led him to stop and 
notice a spider and de- 
cide to try to burn it, we 
don’t know,” Cannon said. 
“There may not be a why. 
He might not even know a 


why.” 
Martin was arrested on sus- 
picion of reckless burn and 
possession 
of 
marijuana 
and drug paraphernalia, 
court documents show. 
He was in the Utah Coun- 
ty jail Tuesday on nearly 
$2,000 bail. It was unknown 
if he had an attorney. 
The wildfire quickly spread 
up the mountain and had 
burned less than 1 square 
mile (1 square kilometer) as 
of Tuesday, according to 
fire officials. 
No 
homes 
had 
been 
damaged.q 


Alex Jones arrives at the Travis County Courthouse in Austin, Tuesday Aug. 2, 2022. 


Associated Press 


Sandy Hook parents: Alex Jones claims created ‘living hell’ 


Firefighters battle a wildfire from the ground as a helicopter 
drops water above them in Springville on Monday, Aug. 1, 2022. 


Associated Press 


Utah man accused of causing wildfire by burning a spider 
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By SUSIE BLANN and SUZAN 
FRASER 
Associated Press 
KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Rus- 
sia’s Supreme Court de- 
clared 
Ukraine’s 
Azov 
Regiment a terrorist orga- 
nization Tuesday, a move 
that could lead to terror 
charges against some of 
the captured fighters who 
made their last stand inside 
Mariupol’s shattered steel 
plant. 
Russia and its separatist 
allies are holding an esti- 
mated 1,000 Azov soldiers 
prisoner, many since their 
surrender at the steelworks 
in mid-May. 
Russian 
authorities 
have 
opened 
criminal 
cases 
against 
them, 
accusing 
them of killing civilians. The 
addition of terrorism charg- 
es could mean fewer rights 
and longer prison sentenc- 
es. 
A 
terrorist 
organization 
leader could receive 15 to 
20 years, and group mem- 
bers could get five to 10, 
according to Russian state 
media. 
In testimony journalists were 
allowed to view, witnesses 
appearing before the Su- 
preme Court supported the 
proposed terrorism desig- 
nation, but most of the pro- 
ceedings were held behind 
closed doors, so it was not 
known if any opponents 
testified. 
“I can testify myself that 
Ukrainian snipers Azov 
snipers really shot civilians 
trying to escape the city” 
of Mariupol, Marina Akhm- 
edova of the Presidential 
Council for the Develop- 
ment of Civil Society and 
Human Rights testified. “I 
saw bodies lying on roads 
with my own eyes. There 
were many of them, and 
they were lying probably 10 
meters apart from one an- 
other. There were no shell 
craters beside them.” 
In a statement, the Azov 
Regiment dismissed the rul- 
ing, accusing the Kremlin 
of “looking for new excuses 
and explanations for its war 
crimes.” It urged the U.S. 
and other countries to de- 
clare Russia a terrorist state. 
The Azov soldiers played 
a key part in the defense 
of Mariupol, holding out 
for weeks at the southern 


port city’s steel mill despite 
punishing attacks from Rus- 
sian forces. Ukrainian Presi- 
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
hailed them and the other 
defenders as heroes. 
Moscow has repeatedly 
portrayed the Azov Regi- 
ment as a Nazi group and 
accused it of atrocities, but 
has publicly produced little 
evidence. 
The regiment, a unit within 
Ukraine’s National Guard, 
has a checkered past. It 
grew out of a group called 
the Azov Battalion, formed 
in 2014 as one of many vol- 
unteer brigades created to 
fight Russia-backed sepa- 
ratists in eastern Ukraine. 
The battalion drew its ini- 
tial fighters from far-right 
circles. 
While its current members 
reject accusations of ex- 
tremism, the Kremlin has 
seized on the regiment’s 
right-wing origins to cast 
Russia’s invasion as a battle 
against Nazi influence in 
Ukraine. Russian state me- 
dia has repeatedly shown 
what it claimed to be Nazi 
insignias, literature and tat- 
toos associated with the 
regiment. 
Last week, dozens of Ukrai- 
nian POWs, including Azov 
fighters from the steel plant, 
were killed in an explo- 
sion at a prison barracks in 
Olenivka, an eastern town 
controlled by pro-Russian 
separatists. Moscow and 


Kyiv have blamed each 
other, with Kyiv saying Rus- 
sia blew up the barracks 
to cover up torture against 
the POWs. 
In its ruling, the Supreme 
Court banned the Azov 
Regiment in Russia. That 
could also outlaw the regi- 
ment in areas of Ukraine 
occupied by Russian or 


Russia-backed 
forces, 
if 
those territories go ahead 
with plans to become part 
of Russia. 
Meanwhile, the first cargo 
ship loaded with grain to 
leave Ukraine since Rus- 
sia invaded more than five 
months ago safely crossed 
the Black Sea and an- 
chored just outside Istan- 


bul on Tuesday en route to 
Lebanon, under an agree- 
ment Moscow and Kyiv 
signed last month to un- 
block Ukraine’s agricultural 
exports and ease a global 
food crisis. 
An estimated 20 million tons 
of grain have been stuck 
in Ukraine since the start 
of war. The U.N.-brokered 
agreement to release the 
grain calls for the estab- 
lishment of safe corridors 
through the mined waters 
outside Ukraine’s ports. 
The Razoni, which set sail 
from the port of Odesa on 
Monday with more than 
26,000 tons of corn, was 
scheduled for inspection 
Wednesday in Istanbul by a 
team of Russian, Ukrainian, 
Turkish and U.N. officials, as 
part of the deal. 
More ships from Ukraine are 
expected to set out in the 
coming days. Some 27 ves- 
sels have been waiting in 
three Ukrainian ports with 
cargo and signed con- 
tracts, ready to go, said 
U.N. spokesman Stephane 
Dujarric. Global food pric- 
es have been soaring in a 
crisis blamed on the war, 
supply chain problems and 
COVID-19. q 


In this file photo provided by Azov Special Forces Regiment of the Ukrainian National Guard Press 
Office, a Ukrainian soldier inside the ruined Azovstal steel plant stands under a sunlight ray in his 
shelter in Mariupol, Ukraine, May 7, 2022. 
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Russia brands Ukrainian steel plant defenders terrorists 
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By SONIA PÉREZ D. 
Associated Press 
HUEHUETENANGO, 
Gua- 
temala (AP) — At dawn, 
police and federal agents 
with cover from helicopters 


flying overhead raided a 
large ranch nestled among 
the mountains of northern 
Guatemala, not far from 
the border with Mexico. 
Unlike the ranch’s impov- 


erished neighbors, inside 
authorities found horse sta- 
bles, a swimming pool, late 
model vehicles, guns and 
a still drunk Felipe Diego 
Alonso, the alleged leader 
of a smuggling ring that 
moved migrants from Gua- 
temala north to the United 
States. 
The raid was part of several 
carried out Tuesday in four 
Guatemalan 
provinces 
against a migrant smug- 
gling ring, for which authori- 
ties say they’ve document- 
ed $2 million in revenue 
since 2019. 
Alonzo and three others 
arrested Tuesday were tar- 
gets of U.S. prosecutors, 
wanted in connection with 
the death of a Guatema- 
lan migrant in Texas last 
year. In total, authorities 


nabbed 19 alleged mem- 
bers of the smuggling ring. 
The arrests came a month 
after 53 migrants, includ- 
ing 21 Guatemalans, died 
in a failed smuggling at- 
tempt when they were 
abandoned inside a swel- 
tering trailer in San Antonio, 
Texas. There was no indica- 
tion those arrested Tuesday 
were involved in the San 
Antonio tragedy. 
The extradition of alleged 
migrant smugglers known 
as “coyotes” has been rare 
and these would be the first 
known cases in Guatemala 
of smugglers allegedly pur- 
sued for the death of a mi- 
grant in the United States. 
Prosecutions 
of 
migrant 
smugglers in Guatemala 
have proven exceedingly 
difficult because migrants 


are almost never willing to 
identify or testify against 
their smugglers. In some 
cases they hope for an- 
other chance to migrate 
to the United States with 
the smuggler’s help and 
in others they are afraid of 
the smugglers or their orga- 
nized crime connections. 
Alonzo, appearing groggy 
in blue jeans and a white 
golf shirt, said he was an 
onion grower who also 
sometimes sold land and 
automobiles. 
Some of the detainees 
were flown to Guatemala 
City for their initial court 
appearances. The arrests 
come at a time of height- 
ened 
tensions 
between 
Guatemala’s 
President 
Alejandro Giammattei and 
Washington.q 


By SAMY MAGDY 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — The United 
Nations said Yemen’s war- 
ring parties agreed Tuesday 
to renew an existing truce 
for another two months af- 
ter concerted international 
efforts. 
The already 4-month-old 
cease-fire has been the 
longest nationwide ease in 
fighting since the country’s 
war began six years ago. 
The U.N. envoy to Yemen 
Hans Grundberg said in a 
statement that the coun- 
try’s 
internationally 
rec- 
ognized government and 
the Houthi rebels had also 
agreed to try to arrive 
at “an expanded truce 
agreement as soon as pos- 
sible.” 
Yemen’s civil war erupted 
in 2014, when the Houthis 
descended 
from 
their 
northern enclave and took 
over the capital, forcing 
the government to flee to 
the south before its exile in 
Saudi Arabia. A Saudi-led 
coalition then backed by 
the United Sates entered 
the war in early 2015 to try 
to restore the government 
to power. Since then, the 
conflict has turned into 
a proxy war between re- 
gional foes Saudi Arabia 
and Iran, which backs the 
Houthis. 
The 
truce 
renewal 
an- 


nouncement came hours 
after an Omani delegation 
concluded three days of 
talks with the Houthi lead- 
ership, including with the 
rebels’ chief Abdel-Malek 
al-Houthi in the capital of 
Sanaa. Mohammed Abdel- 
Salam, the Houthi chief ne- 
gotiator and spokesman, 
said on Twitter the talks fo- 
cused on “consolidating 
chances of halting the war 
and lifting the blockade” 
imposed by the Saudi Ara- 
bia-led coalition. 
The cease-fire initially took 
effect on April 2 and was 
extended June 2. Howev- 
er, there have been offen- 
sive actions during recent 


months. 
Both sides have publicly 
announced that they’ve 
bolstered their front-line po- 
sitions, particularly around 
the oil-rich city of Marib, 
which the Houthis have 
been trying to seize for over 
a year. There were also 
shows of power through 
through military parades 
featuring thousands of sol- 
diers. The government and 
the Houthis both claimed 
to have documented doz- 
ens of truce violations on a 
weekly basis. 
But 
the 
cease-fire 
has 
brought relief for Yemenis 
who have suffered from a 
decade of political turmoil 


and conflict. Around a third 
of Yemen’s 30 million popu- 
lation has been facing star- 
vation due to the war and 
a lack of funding for hu- 
manitarian aid, according 
to the U.N. food agency. 
Aside from the lull in vio- 
lence, the truce estab- 
lished 
two 
commercial 
flights per week from Sanaa 
to Jordan and Egypt, after 
the country’s airport was 
closed to passenger flights 
for years. It also allowed 36 
vessels carrying fuel into the 
port of Hodeida over the 
course of four months. Both 
Sanaa and Hodeida are 
controlled by the Houthi 
rebels. 


The truce has also called for 
opening the roads around 
Taiz, Yemen’s third larg- 
est city, which the Houthis 
have besieged for years. 
But the rebels rejected two 
U.N. proposals to lift the 
blockade, according to 
the envoy office. Another 
item on the agenda is find- 
ing a way to pay the coun- 
try’s public servants, many 
of whom have gone with 
little or no salaries for years 
due to the civil strife. 
Tuesday’s 
extension 
fell 
short of a proposed six- 
month 
renewal 
of 
the 
cease-fire, according to a 
government official. 
The Houthis had wanted 
more flights from Sanaa 
airport and more fuel ves- 
sels allowed to arrive in 
Hodeida to agree on that 
longer period. The interna- 
tionally recognized govern- 
ment would not discuss the 
Houthi 
demands 
before 
the opening of Taiz roads, 
the official said. He spoke 
on 
condition 
anonym- 
ity to discuss internal delib- 
erations. On Sunday, U.S. 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken spoke with Rashad 
al-Alimi, head of the presi- 
dential 
government, 
to 
press for the truce renewal. 
He said the cease-fire “pro- 
vides the best opportunity 
for peace in years — we 
must not let it slip away.”q 


Houthi supporters attend a rally marking the seventh anniversary of the Saudi-led coalition’s 
intervention in Yemen’s war, in Sanaa, Yemen, March 26, 2022. 


Associated Press 


U.N. says Yemen’s warring sides agree to renew existing truce 


A Guatemalan police officer walks near alleged human 
traffickers, far right, who covered their faces, during a police 
raid against migrant smugglers near the Mexican border in 
Huehuetenango, Guatemala, Tuesday, Aug. 2, 2022. 


Associated Press 


Guatemala arrests migrant smugglers wanted by the U.S. 
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Passions on the Beach’s ‘I Still Do! Dinner menu 
Passions on the Beach allows couples to enjoy a true toes-in-the-sand dining experience 
along one of the world’s top-ranked beaches, Eagle Beach. From the calming sounds of the 
ocean waves and live instrumentals to the soft light reflecting off the ocean as the sun sets 
and the moon rises, dining at Passions on the Beach is truly an unparalleled and unforgettable 
experience. In connection with the 4th edition of the ‘I Do! Vow renewal on Thursday August 
11th, couples are invited to indulge at Passions on the Beach afterwards for our most romantic 
night yet – complete with a special I Still Do! menu designed to celebrate and ignite love. 
Here’s to forever after! 


In the first six months of 2022 
Aruba has recovered 92 percent of tourism compared to 2019 


ORANJESTAD – This week 
during 
a 
government’s 
press conference, minis- 
ter of Tourism and Public 
Health, Mr. Dangui Oduber 
gave a declaration. The 
minister presented some 
figures regarding the first 
six months of the current 
year for tourism on Aruba. 
Among other things, he 
spoke about the amount of 
visitors received, the per- 
formance of the hotels, and 
the general recovery of 
tourism. 


Minister Oduber said that 
he is very satisfied with the 
way in which tourism is de- 
veloping on Aruba, say- 
ing that tourism on Aruba 
saw a recovery of 92 per- 
cent compared to the 
year 2018. According to 
the minister of Tourism, if 
it wasn’t for the month of 
January when Aruba felt 
the effects of the Omicron 
variant of the SARS-CoV-2 
virus, Aruba would have al- 
ready reached the levels of 
2019, which was a record 
year for tourism on Aruba. 


Aruba is seeing an excep- 
tional recovery, one that 
is among the best in the 
whole world. The average 
figures for tourism recovery 
around the world sit at 46 
percent, and in our region 
around 60 percent. 


In the last three monthly re- 
ports of the Aruba Tourism 
Authority, it was demon- 
strated that during the last 
three consecutive months 
(April with 108 percent; May 
with 103 percent; June with 
103 percent), the recovery 
on Aruba is surpassing that 
of the year 2019. The report 
of the figures for the month 
of July is still not published, 
but it’s expected that this 
will also surpass the figures 
of July 2019. According to 
IMF, Aruba is the second 
country in the world with 
the best recovery of its tour- 
ism. 


In the press release, minis- 
ter Oduber said that he is 
working in a way that there 
is good cooperation with 


all partners in the tourism 
sector. He thanked all part- 
ners that work together in 
the tourism industry, and all 
those who have made this 
possible – without leaving 
out the Ministry of Tourism. 


To finalize, minister Dangui 
Oduber said he will contin- 
ue focusing on the growth 
of Aruba’s tourism in the 
context of this year, the 
year of recovery, in order 
to maintain this trend. 
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The #1 rated night time activity and #1 rated show on Tripadvisor! 
Appearing until August 11th 


Top 
American 
standup 
comics from Netflix, HBO, 
America's Got Talent and 
Comedy Central perform 
in Aruba at Ray Ellin's phe- 
nomenal show at the Mar- 
riott Ocean Resort! 


Guarantee your seats at 
www.ArubaComedy.com 
The “Aruba Ray’s Comedy” 


features some of the funni- 
est American standup co- 
medians in a terrific 90-min- 
ute show. 
Celebrating nine year’s of 
Excellence in Aruba, Aruba 
Ray’s Comedy is the num- 
ber one rated Night Time 
Activity 
on 
TripAdvisor, 
and the number one rated 
Show on TripAdvisor. 


And, it was just named as 
one of USA Today’s “10 
Best!” for the second time. 
Advance tickets are sug- 
gested - - and are less ex- 
pensive - - at www.Aruba- 
Comedy.com. 
This is the same caliber 
show you would find at top 
comedy clubs in NYC. The 
comedians are truly some 


of the best from the United 
States, and perform in a re- 
laxed, intimate setting at 
the Marriott. 
Ray Ellin hosts and produc- 
es the shows. Considered 
by his peers to be the best 
host in NYC, Ray is known as 
"Aruba Ray" because of his 
passion for Aruba. Ray has 
been coming to Aruba ev- 
ery month for the past ten 
years, and produces and 
hosts these incredible com- 
edy shows on the island. He 
is a popular comedian in 
New York, and has brought 
his talent and colleagues 
to Aruba. 


Ray 
has 
appeared 
on 
many television programs; 
he executive produced the 
Comedy Central television 
show This Week at the Cel- 
lar, hosted the popular talk 
show Late Net, and hosted 
the television shows The 
Movie Loft, Brain Fuel, and 
New York Now. He also 


produced 
and 
directed 
the very successful film The 
Latin Legends of Comedy, 
distributed by 20th Century 
Fox. 
The shows are at 9pm on 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday until August 11th, 
in the Marriott Ocean Club 
Resort. 


Full dinner menu is avail- 
able, must arrive by 7:15pm 
for that. Otherwise, arrive 
by 8:30pm for the show. 


Purchase tickets in ad- 
vance at www.ArubaCom- 
edy.com. 


Each ticket gives you free 
money for the Stellaris Ca- 
sino. 


Ask your concierge for as- 
sistance, or call the Aruba 
Marriott Resort at 586-9000. 


We believe you will have 
the highlight of your trip at 
this show, enjoy!q 
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Post Aruba emits a stamp series to commemorate its 130th 
anniversary 


Oranjestad 
- 
To 
com- 
memorate the 130th an- 
niversary of Aruba’s postal 
service, on August 1, 2022, 
Post Aruba NV has issued a 
souvenirs sheet with 3 post- 
al stamps, and a First Day 
Cover envelope, that were 
designed by Mr. Nigel Mat- 
thew. 


This unique emission repre- 
sents the transport of letters 
and packages over the 
past 130 years by means of 
images of postmen, trans- 
port-vehicles, 
mailboxes 
and envelopes. 


The first postal activities 
on the island consisted of 
sending and receiving mail 
from boats originating from 
Curaçao and at times Ven- 
ezuela. Garibaldi Cephas 
Helder received the mail 
that came in on the boats. 
The announcement of the 
mail’s arrival took place in 


the harbor of Oranjestad 
- all public mail had to be 
collected at the auxiliary 
post office. People used all 
means of transportation to 
pick-up their mail – horses, 
donkeys, boats, but most of 
them came on foot. 
Afterwards, 
letters 
and 
packages did also start be- 
ing transported via air by 
airplane. 
Currently, on arrival of mail 
at the post office, mail is 
sorted and distributed by 
postmen to their final des- 
ignated addresses. 


Envelopes being scattered 
in the air, symbolizes the va- 
riety of directions that mail 
was sent to all corners of 
the world. 
The red, white and blue bor- 
ders of airmail envelopes 
became a recognizable 
trademark for “airmail”. 
The different uniforms of 
the postmen indicate the 


different periods in time. 
The use of vehicles went 
from bicycle to motorcar to 
scooter. 
The red vintage standing 
letterbox goes back to the 
early years of postal service 
and a few have survived 
and can still be seen in 
Aruba, while the mailbox at 
the entrance of homes has 
changed it’s shape and 
size over the years, but has 
maintained its function and 
has become a contempo- 
rary element in house fa- 
cades. 


This stamp series and First 
Day Cover envelope are 
available at all the Post Of- 
fice locations, namely in 
Oranjestad and San Nico- 
las, and online on www. 
postaruba.com/stamp- 
shop 


For more information on 
the “130 Years of Post Aru- 


ba” stamps serie please 
visit the Facebook page: 
Aruba Stamps or Web- 


page: 
postaruba.com/ 
philatelic/q 
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Survival of our ancient expressions 
Episode CLXIV-165 


Etnia Nativa through Island Insight facilitates cultural 
awareness, education and safeguards Aruba’s heri- 
tage by elevating each reader into an island keeper 
state of mind. Be encouraged to discover in every epi- 
sode the true native effect, live it and discover more 
reasons to love Aruba behind our beaches by liven up 
your stay in an incredibly wonderful way through this 
cultural blog. 
Our island is a tiny tourist destination with a fragile eco- 
system, covering thousands of years of history. Here is 
where Etnia Nativa’s main objective comes to mind 
through educating the readers over Aruba’s heritage. 
We believe in when you love and value what you 
have; ones greatest desire becomes to protect it. 


In this episode we will try to share our perspective and 
concerns regarding the native heritage of Aruba since 
during the next week, starting on August 9, the Day of 
the Indigenous Peoples will be celebrated, an event 
that recognizes the achievements and contributions 
of these peoples our predecessors. It is precisely these 
peoples who and through their ancestral knowledge, 
guided us to adapt, mitigate and reduce climate risks 
and environmental disasters. 


For indigenous people, the territory is the womb that 
nuture and gave rise to the existence of their cultures, 
morality and right to their native identity. 


The ancestral way of the territorial ownership is carac- 
terize by the right to the land as a collective proper- 
ty. This sence of responsibility takes care and protect. 
Practized and enjoyed by our native communities. Aru- 
bans are descendants of ancient farmers, fisherman, 
seafarders who mirated a few thousan years ago from 
tropical forests of South America, Arawak-speaking 
peoples who arrived in the continental coastal areas 
and they populated the islands of the Caribbean Sea. 
In “our beloved rock” (Episode 153 ) it was the legend- 
ary Caquetio tribe who had the first contact with the 
Castilians. 
The territories of this legendary Caquetian tribe cov- 
ered a geographic area delimited by permanent 


sacred, social, economic and cultural 
boudaries and borders that enclosed 
the of influence and activities of the 
peoples. Crops of corn, beans, squash, 
cassava, peanuts as well as vegetables, 
fruits, cotton and tabaco were com- 
mon; in addition, they took advantage 
of the riches of the mangrove forests 
and the great variety of fish and shell- 
fish. 


At that time Aruba was covered with 
lush flora and general conditions were 
much more favorable than today. The 
landscape and topography of the is- 
land in many areas offered perfect lay- 
outs that formed zones where people 
could walk for hours under the canopy 
of Aruba’s mesquite forest, trees that 
blocked out sunlight, however there 
were also open grasslands or savannas 
covered in grass. cacti and xerophytes, 
while other hilly and rocky or wetlands 
and salt flats. 


For the indigenous, the relationship with 


their territory is essential and vital for 
communal existence. Today this respon- 
sibility falls on the heirs of these original 
inhabitants and the promotors at “Etnia 
Nativa” (Native Ethnicity) by making lo- 
cals and visitors aware of our unfathom- 
able resources that, without due atten- 
tion, could be lost forever. 


In addition to sharing cultural knowl- 
edge Aruba also has a considerable 
group 
of 
indigenous 
descendants 
who advocate a cure for the island, 
grouped in various environmental orga- 
nizations, NGO`s and Native warriors ac- 
tion group who stands in defense of our 
fragile ecosystem and our endangered 
heritage running a sad fate of extinction 
by overexploitation. It is very important 
that Aruba recognize and support na- 
tive identity, preserving it for our future 
generations. 


Cultural awareness, interests and dici- 
pline facilitates sustainable develop- 
ment at its core. The benefits of pre- 
serving one`s own culture is essential to 
keep true history alive. The real identity, 
the collective memories and the men- 
tality of belonging to the natural world. 


If you love Aruba its origins and its cul- 
tural heritage, be part of the exclusive 
visitors of Etnia Nativa: a cozy museum/ 
home. 


Etnia Nativa a private residential houses 
collections of native art, archaeologi- 
cal artifacts and historic furniture, while 
the facilities themselves are the result of 
the transformation of recycled materi- 
als. Meet Anthony Croes, our columnist 
at his home! Book your visit Whatsapp 
+ 297 592 2702- or mail: etnianativa03@ 
gmail.comq 
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Jeremy Ruiz: “I managed to deal and live with seven different 
voices in my head” 


Even though he has faced 
many situations in his life 
and was diagnosed with 
schizophrenia, a mental 
condition 
which 
causes 
him to hear seven differ- 
ent voices, he managed 
to overcome and live with 
them every day. Now, Jer- 
emy Ruiz feels happy and 
at peace. 


In an interview with our re- 
porter, Jeremy Ruiz said 
that six years ago he gave 
a presentation to the direc- 
tor of Aruba’s correctional 
facility, KIA, and to some 
departments. Now Ruiz is 
on vacation in Aruba, to 
marry his partner Jenni- 
fer. Here he explains that 
he likes to come back to 
Aruba to tell those who are 
interested how he sees cer- 
tain aspects of his life, and 
he always like giving back 
to Aruba. 


Ruiz told us he was born in 
the Netherlands and came 
to live in Aruba as a child. 
But when he was 25 years 
old, he decided to go to 
the Netherlands in order to 
get a better understand- 
ing of the mental condition 
from which he was suffer- 
ing, schizophrenia. Living 
back in the Netherlands, 
Ruiz learned to see his con- 
dition in a different way, 
“in a more positive way, 
not like an illness, but like 
something to deal with that 
doesn’t necessarily require 
medication”. 


He categorizes himself as a 
‘voice listener’, because he 
hears seven different voic- 
es every day. He is aware 
that he has been hearing 
them for five years now. 
When he was a child, at 
13 he began experiencing 
with addictive substances, 
and when he was 19 he 
was sent to a rehabilitation 
center in Santo Domingo, 
and this is how he was di- 
agnosed with schizophre- 
nia. “I think that was when 
I was around 21 or 22”, he 
says. 


Ruiz says that nowadays 
in psychiatry when a per- 
son receives a diagnosis 
of hearing voices in their 


head, that’s usually a symp- 
tom of another problem 
– as happens with people 
who experienced trauma 
or who are addicted to al- 
cohol. As time went on, he 
began taking medication 
to try to remove the voices 
from his head, but never 
succeeded. 
“Instead, I started suffer- 
ing secondary effects from 
the mediations, my tongue 
would swell, every three 
days I could sleep because 
the medications were ac- 
cumulating in my system 
and I couldn’t get up be- 
cause of them”, Ruiz says. 


Because of this, he spoke 
with his father and said that 
that was no way to live, be- 
cause the voices he was 
hearing were not becom- 
ing less, and he was get- 
ting more problems with 
the medication itself com- 
pared to when he was us- 
ing substances. So he got 
help from his father to move 
to the Netherlands to find 
another way to cope with 
the voices he was hearing. 


In the Netherlands he met 
groups 
who 
see 
voice 
hearing as an experience 
of special senses. Ruiz says 
that there are also people 
who feel things on their skin, 
for example. Came a time 
that the amount of voices 
he was hearing increased, 
and now he hears seven 
different voices. “My mind 
projects a form for them, 
and just as when I speak 
to people, I can see them 
when I speak with them.” 


He declared that his fam- 
ily has been a big help in 
his life and they accept 
that the voices are part of 
him, and are not trying to 
change him. “They always 
loved me, even though 
they might not understand 
or know, as a mother, fa- 
ther or partner, they don’t 
know what it is because 
they can’t feel nor see it. 
But they know as a part- 
ner to accept the behav- 
ior, the thought, the daily 
life, because every day 
from when I wake up in the 
morning until I fall asleep at 
night – I even dream with 


the voices”, he says. 


Ruiz chooses several mo- 
ments each day when he 
sits and drinks coffee with 
the voices. One of them 
he calls the ‘coffee break’, 
where he sits and talks with 
the voices, makes a check- 
list how the situation is on 
that day. “My approach 
is to see what the voices 
need so that they can be 
happy, so I can be happy, 
we can be happy, instead 
of acting like they don’t ex- 
ist. I deal with the problem.” 


Ruiz is a person who gives 
lessons and guidance to 
people who are residents 
of mental health facilities 
in the Netherlands. “I try to 
help them when they have 
to deal with problematic 
or annoying voices. Each 
day I let the loudest voice, 
the one that needs the 
most attention – for which 
I have a collection of text, 
paintings, 
something 
on 
which the voices feel re- 
flected – and this way my 
relationship with the voices 
changed. Instead of being 
my enemy, they became 
a friend. I’m conscious that 
each voice has its char- 
acter and their own way 
of being. I have one that 
I call the pessimist; he can 
never see things in a good 
way. But with time I learned 
to use what he says to help 
me.” 


Ruiz says that before he felt 
less in control because he 
didn’t understand the situ- 
ation, but through reading 
books and learning from 
experience at the same in- 
stitute where he received 
help, he got the opportu- 
nity to start in the school 
system, six years ago. Each 
time he starts with a new 
class with a new group in 
three different places in 
the Netherlands, he gives 
lectures and presentation. 
“The basis is that the one 
who went through the ex- 
perience can help another 
to deal with their experi- 
ence”, he says. 


Regarding 
the 
mental 
health system in Aruba, 
Ruiz says if he hadn’t re- 


ceived help 16 years ago, 
he wouldn’t have made it 
to the Netherlands. “Fun- 
dacion 
pa 
Maneho 
di 
Adiccion (Addiction Man- 
agement Foundation) in 
Sero Colorado coached 
me, that’s where I came 
from. They helped me pre- 
pare to go to the Nether- 
lands. Even though I don’t 
live on Aruba now, that 
helped me to go as far as 
I went, together with my fa- 
ther. Although there might 
be people who say this isn’t 
fruitful, I can say that it did 
work for me.” 


His message is that “some- 
times, people need to see 
certain life lessons and 
certain things that hap- 
pen with people in Aruba, 
and remove the taboo to 
talk about the subject. Just 
giving something a name, 
and then act like it doesn’t 


exist by giving medication 
or keeping someone at 
home is not a solution. My 
mother and father made 
sure that I could go to the 
Netherlands and still have 
a study in sport. That’s 
where I began finding psy- 
chological and psychiatric 
help, where I said I no lon- 
ger wanted help to silence 
the voices. They heard me, 
over there organizations 
help in different ways, they 
see it differently. I found 
something that allows me 
to live at peace, I don’t 
feel negatively towards it 
and it doesn’t break me. 
Since I made peace with 
the voices I hear and their 
influence on my character 
and way of thinking, I feel 
happy. I just got married, 
I have a twelve year old 
son, and I feel happy and 
at peace.” 
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By DALIA RAMIREZ of Nerd- 
Wallet 
Views from a tower in Por- 
tugal, gondolas in Venice, 
beaches in the Bahamas 
as you scroll through your 
social media feeds, it seems 
like everyone you’ve ever 
met is on a picturesque va- 
cation this summer. Com- 
pared to the last two years, 
2022 is seeing a steep in- 
crease in travel, especially 
international, and it may 
feel impossible to keep up. 
The number of outbound 
international U.S. flights in- 
creased about 97% year- 
over-year from April 2021 
to April 2022, according to 
U.S. International Air Travel 
Statistics. Airbnb data from 
May 2022 also showed an 
all-time high in long-term 
stay bookings, with U.S. 
travelers 
gravitating 
to- 
ward Italy, Mexico, Costa 
Rica and the Bahamas as 
well as domestic beach 
destinations. 
If you’re not planning to 
travel this year, hearing 
about other peoples’ va- 
cations might give you a 
twinge of FOMO: fear of 
missing out. But don’t let 
comparisons pressure you 
into panic-booking a trip 
that could upend your fi- 
nances. Even with time 
and budget constraints, it’s 
possible to have a fun-filled 
summer. 
HOW ARE PEOPLE AFFORD- 
ING THIS? 
For many travelers, this 
summer is an opportunity 
to travel for the first time in 
two years, and the antici- 
pation makes it worth the 
cost. Some are likely even 
willing to overextend their 


budgets or go into debt to 
be able to take their dream 
vacation. 
“It’s 
pent-up 
demand,” 
says 
George 
Hobica, 
founder of Airfarewatch- 
dog.com. “People saved 
up a lot of money over the 
past two years and can af- 
ford the price increases.” 
For many, the shift to re- 
mote work has also made 
travel 
more 
accessible. 
Yaslynn Rivera, a Los Ange- 
les-based executive assis- 
tant at a video-streaming 
company, makes the most 
of working remotely by tak- 
ing opportunities she would 
have otherwise been un- 
able to pre-COVID-19. 
“I have friends from child- 
hood and college who live 
all over the country now,” 
she said. “If I’m going 
somewhere, it’s because 
I know someone there,” 
she added, explaining her 
near-constant 
location 
changes. She stays with 
friends instead of booking 
hotel rooms and Airbnbs, 
and when she does book 
a room, she sticks to a tight 
budget. 
“I don’t mind being incon- 
venienced to have the ex- 
perience,” she says, citing 
motel rooms, red-eye flights 
and working from the road. 
Though some travelers are 
in a position this summer 
to afford luxurious trips, 
travelers like Rivera make 
the most of the opportuni- 
ties and connections they 
have, even if it means sac- 
rificing convenience. If you 
work remotely and have a 
flexible schedule, trying Ri- 
vera’s approach could be 
a good way to add more 


travel to your summer. 
THE SOCIAL MEDIA INFLU- 
ENCE 
Despite the realities, social 
media can still make travel 
look like a Pinterest-worthy 
paradise.“There’s definitely 
a fear of missing out,” says 
Giacomo Moriondo, a Chi- 
cago-based client services 
manager at an aviation 
services company, refer- 
ring to seeing friends post 
from scenic destinations. 


The Facebook app is shown on a smart phone, Friday, April 23, 
2021, in Surfside, Fla. 


Associated Press 


Millennial Money: This year’s summer 
travel FOMO is real 


We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 
agent for Aruba! 


Website: 
www.conciergerealty.com 


888-888-2204 Ext 104 


Contact: 


We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners, Contact us to BUY, 
SELL or RENT any timeshare 
property. 


Broker: Michelle Donato 


www.facebook.com/groups/MarriottArubaSurf/ 
www.facebook.com/groups/MarriottAruba/Ocean 


Marriott Aruba Surf Club 
PLATINUM SEASON 
2 Bed Oceanfront $26,000 
2 Bed Oceanside $18,500 
2 Bed Ocean view $16,500 
2 Bed Garden view $14,500 
3 Bed Ocean view $28,000 
WK 51 Ocean view $52,000 
WK 52 Ocean View $55,000 
WK 7 and 14 - all views 
GOLD SEASON 
2 Bed Oceanfront $14,000 
2 Bed Oceanside $12,000 
2 Bed Ocean view $8,000 
2 Bed Garden view $6,000 
3 Bed Ocean view $13,000 


Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 
PLATINUM SEASON 
2 Bed Oceanfront $32,000 
2 Bed Ocean view $19,750 
1 Bed ocean front $16,500 
1 Bed ocean View $12,000 
GOLD SEASON 
2 Bed Oceanfront $14,000 
2 Bed Ocean view $11,500 
1 Bed oceanfront $9,000 
1 Bed ocean View $6,500 


** Destination Points $6.00 per 
point 


La Cabana Beach Resort 
1 Bed wk 51 $6,500 


Other weeks are also available. 


michelle@conciergerealty.com 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Paradera tel. 588 6638 
San Nicolas: 
aloe tel. 584 4606 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 


RENT / SALE 
Paradise Beach Villas 
Refurbished Townhouse, 
For Rent wk 31, 2bedr. 2bathr. 
2balc. P/O sleeps 6, full kitchen 
extra large 
For Sale Eagle Aruba Resorts 
& Casino 
wk 32, 2bedr. sleeps 6, 
overlooking pool 
castem1@aol.com 
Call usa 516-238-2232 usa 


_________________________________215577 


HTTA 
Time - Share Resales 
are you interested in sell 
your time - share in aruba ? 
Call us :011-297-630-1307 
38 years doing Honest Business 
Visit our website : www.halley- 
timetravelaruba.com 


HTTA 
Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 
1 Bedroom WK # 29 /30 room 
# 2508 
1 Bedroom WK # 31 room # 
2336 
Price : $6 K each 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 
Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 
1 BR WK # 31 room# 2345 
1 BR WK # 32 room# 2545 
Price : $ 7 K each 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 
Costa Linda Beach Resort 
eagle Beach 
2 BR WK # 33 and 34 room 
#3007 
Pool/ Ocean View 
Price : $ 9 K each 
Rent : date :19 august to 2 sep- 
tember 2022 
Price :$1500 each 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 
Marriott Surf Club 
Palm Beach 
gold season 
2 Bedroom Ocean View 
Price : $ 9 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 


HTTA 
Marriott Ocean Club 
Palm Beach 
gold season 
1 BR Ocean View 
Price : $ 7 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 
Tierra Del Sol 
3 Bedroom 2 1/2 Bath 
24 hour security 
Ocean view with garage 
Price :$475 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 
Le Vent 
eagle Beach 
3 Bedroom 3 Bath 
ground floor 
Price : $ 950 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 
La Cabana Beach Resort and 
Casino 
eagle Beach 
1 BR WK # 33 room # 308 a 
sunday check in $6 K 
2 BR WK # 33 room #124 a/B 
saturday check in $8 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 
Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 
1 BR WK # 30 and 31 room 
#2531 
Pool / Ocean View $7 K each 
1 BR WK # 32 Room # 2337 
Pool / ocean view $ 7 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 
Renaissance Ocean Suite 
Private Islands 
1 BR dLX WK # 33 Room # 
2147 
Ocean Front ground floor $ 8K 
1 BR WK # 33 Room # 2131 
Pool/ ocean view $ 7 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 
Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 
1 BR WK # 34 Room # 2113 
ground floor pool/ ocean 
Price : $ 7 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 
House For Sale 
Wespunt tibushie 
2 Bedroom , 2 bath 
With and appartment 
and Pool 
Price :$360 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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HTTA 
Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 
1 BR WK 30 Room # 2516 
Price : 5 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 
La Cabana Beach and Casino 
eagle beach 
1 BR dLX week 28 and 29 
Room # 243 d ocean view 
Price :8 K each 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 
Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm Beach 
1 BR WK # 28 Room #721 
studio WK # 28 room #722 
even year first year usage 2024 
Price : $ 8K and $6 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 
Gold Coast 
3 Bedroom 2 bath 
town House 
Price :$450 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


IS MORE 
DUSHI 


ARUBA 
CLEAN 
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By MAYSOON KHAN 
ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — New 
York authorities have lifted 


a ban that had stopped 
state prison inmates from 
reading a book about the 


1971 Attica Correctional 
Facility uprising following 
a First Amendment lawsuit 
brought by its author. 
State 
officials, 
however, 
said they will continue to 
censor one small part of 
the Pulitzer-prize winning 
book for security reasons. 
A two-page map of Attica 
will be removed from cop- 
ies sent into the prisons. 
Author 
Heather 
Ann 
Thompson, a historian and 
professor at the University of 
Michigan, sued the state’s 
prisons in March over the 
ban on her book “Blood in 
the Water: The Attica Upris- 
ing of 1971.” 
Published in 2016, the book 
is one of the most compre- 


hensive accounts of the 
uprising, where more than 
1,300 inmates took over 
part of a prison in upstate 
New York to protest years 
of mistreatment. It ended 
when state troopers and 
guards shot tear gas into 
a prison yard before firing 
hundreds of rounds into the 
smoke. In total, 32 inmates 
and 11 staff were killed, 
with no law enforcement 
officers put on trial for their 
role in the massacre. 
“People have a right to 
read, and people have 
a right to history,” Thomp- 
son said in a statement 
when the lawsuit was filed. 
“We also have a right to 
have our books read. It’s a 


shame we live in a country 
where we censor people 
and ideas.” 
She was represented in the 
lawsuit by the Civil Rights 
Clinic at the Benjamin N. 
Cardozo School of Law 
and the New York Civil Lib- 
erties Union. 
Last week, the state attor- 
ney general’s office said 
in a letter to a U.S. judge 
in Manhattan that the ban 
would be lifted, but only in 
paperback copies where 
the map can be removed. 
If a correctional facility re- 
jects a request for an order 
of the book, prison officials 
are now legally obligated 
to send Thompson notice 
of that.q 


By ALICIA RANCILIO 
Associated Press 
Hey, casting agents, listen 
up. Oliver Jackson-Cohen 
is interested in lighter roles. 
That 
doesn’t 
mean 
he 
hasn’t enjoyed the dark- 
er, sometimes scarier fare 
he’s mostly appeared in 
throughout the past few 
years but his mother says 
he needs a break. 
Mom’s commentary came 
last year when Jackson- 
Cohen arrived in Vancou- 
ver to film the new series “ 
Surface “ now streaming 
weekly on Apple TV+. She 
said to him, “’You’re not 
going to play one of your 
sad boys, are you?’ 
“I went, ‘What?’ She said, 
‘You’re always (expletive) 
sad. Do something light 
that I can go and enjoy 
watching,’” 
Jackson-Co- 
hen laughed. “So that sort 
of stuck with me.” 
It’s been a busy few years. 
Jackson-Cohen’s 
recent 
career highlights include 
Netflix’s “The Haunting of 
Hill House” series and its 
follow-up “The Haunting of 
Bly Manor.” He also terror- 
ized Elisabeth Moss in “ The 
Invisible Man “ and played 
Dakota Johnson’s control- 
ling husband in “The Lost 
Daughter.” He did get a re- 
spite, however, in this sum- 
mer’s rom-com “ Mr. Mal- 
com’s List,” an experience 
he describes as “a joyful 
romp.” 
In “Surface,” Jackson-Co- 


hen stars opposite Gugu 
Mbatha-Raw as James, a 
husband desperately try- 
ing to keep the pretenses 
of a happy marriage afloat 
after an accident caused 
his wife, Sophie (Mbatha- 
Raw), to lose her long-term 
memory. The more James 
tries to masquerade past 
problems, the more suspi- 
cious and distant Sophie 
becomes. 
“There’s something so inter- 


esting when someone’s sit- 
ting on a bunch of secrets,” 
he said. “That creates so 
much tension, and if you’re 
not allowed to say certain 
things and you’re holding 
so much back, it can be 
read in a multitude of dif- 
ferent ways. Hopefully it’s 
worked and it does come 
across as overprotective or 
controlling or whatever it 
is or, sinister. But hopefully, 
you know, as the show goes 


on and the layers are sort 
of peeled, you realize what 
is all underneath that.” 
Veronica Webb, the cre- 
ator and showrunner of 
“Surface,” says it’s the bal- 
ance of mystique and like- 
ability that makes “some- 
thing super special about 
Olly’s performance” in the 
series. “He’s got an inten- 
sity that can feel very dan- 
gerous, but also extremely 
charismatic and magnetic 


and draw you in. I remem- 
ber the first time we got to 
meet in person. There was a 
song playing and he start- 
ed doing a little shoulder 
dance and I was like, ‘That 
is the most goofy, charm- 
ing thing on earth.’ And 
we ended up writing it (in a 
scene,) he seems a little bit 
menacing in the subtext, 
but also has this immense 
charm to him. I think that’s 
the duality of James.” 
Jackson-Cohen 
says 
he 
finds that playing flawed 
people is therapeutic. 
“I don’t know what it says 
about me, but I’m drawn 
to the pain that’s in people. 
I find the release of that in- 
credibly comforting, which 
sounds so messed up. It re- 
ally does feel like an outlet 
which sounds like a com- 
plete and utter actor.” 
For now, Jackson-Cohen 
is back in Vancouver film- 
ing a series for Prime Video 
called 
“Wilderness” 
op- 
posite 
Jenna 
Coleman, 
which he describes as “not 
lighthearted at all.” Next 
up, he’s hoping there will 
be another season of “Sur- 
face” which he enjoys, in 
part, because he’s known 
Mbatha-Raw for years. 
“I did one of my first ever 
jobs with Gugu when I was 
19. We did like an episode 
of some very questionable 
BBC thing, We’ve known 
each other since then, and 
she’s such a wonderful hu- 
man being.”q 


State police in riot gear regain control of prisoners following 
the Attica prison riot in Attica, New York, Sept. 1971. The riot, in 
which 43 were killed, lasted four days during which guards were 
held as hostages. 


Associated Press 


New York prisons lift ban on book about Attica uprising 


This image released by Apple TV+ shows Oliver Jackson-Cohen in “Surface.” 


Associated Press 


Oliver Jackson-Cohen charms, mystifies in thriller ‘Surface’ 
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By ARNIE STAPLETON 
AP Pro Football Writer 
Rob Walton is adding sev- 
en-time Formula One world 
champion Lewis Hamilton 
of Britain to the Denver 
Broncos’ new ownership 
group. 
Hamilton, 37, who drives for 
the Mercedes team and 
whose 103 career victories 
are the most in F1 history, 
is the third limited partner 
brought aboard by the 
Walton-Penner 
ownership 
group headed by Walmart 
heir Rob Walton, his daugh- 
ter, Carrie Walton Penner, 
and her husband, Greg 
Penner. 
“Excited to join an incred- 
ible group of owners and 
become a part of the Bron- 
cos story!!” Hamilton tweet- 
ed. 
“Honored to work with a 
world class team and serve 
as an example of the value 
of more diverse leadership 
across all sports.” 
Commissioner 
Roger 
Goodell has made minority 
ownership a point of em- 
phasis in the league. Ham- 
ilton is Black, as are the 


new ownership group’s two 
other limited partners, Star- 
bucks board chair Mellody 
Hobson and former U.S. 
Secretary of State Condo- 
leezza Rice. 
The Walton-Penner group 
won the bidding for the 
Broncos with a $4.65 billion 
offer. the highest price paid 


for any sports franchise in 
the world. NFL owners are 
meeting 
in 
Minneapolis 
next week to approve the 
sale. 
Once that happens, Wal- 
ton, who has an estimated 
net worth of $60 billion, will 
become the league’s rich- 
est owner. 


“We’re delighted to wel- 
come seven-time Formu- 
la One World Champion 
Sir Lewis Hamilton to our 
ownership group,” Walton 
said in a statement. “He is 
a champion competitor 
who knows what it takes to 
lead a winning team and a 
fierce advocate for global 


equality, including in his 
own sport. 
“With over 100 race wins, 
Lewis is considered the 
most successful F1 driver of 
all time,” Walton added. 
“His resilient spirit and stan- 
dard of excellence will be 
an asset to the ownership 
group and the Broncos or- 
ganization.” 
Broncos quarterback Rus- 
sell Wilson saluted his friend 
Hamilton on Twitter before 
Tuesday’s practice. 
Wilson and his wife, Ciara, 
were guests of Hamilton’s 
race team at the Monaco 
Grand Prix this year. 
The Pat Bowlen Trust has 
run the franchise for several 
years and the trustees put 
the club up for sale after 
the children of late owner 
Pat Bowlen couldn’t agree 
on which one of them 
would succeed their father. 
The trustees wanted Britta- 
ny Bowlen, 32, to take over. 
She stepped down from 
her job as the team’s vice 
president of strategy fol- 
lowing the Walton-Penner 
ownership group’s winning 
bid.q 


Second placed Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton of Britain celebrates on the podium after the 
Hungarian Formula One Grand Prix at the Hungaroring racetrack in Mogyorod, near Budapest, 
Hungary, Sunday, July 31, 2022. 
Associated Press 


Formula One’s Lewis Hamilton joins Broncos ownership group 


INDIANAPOLIS 
(AP) 
— 
There was no masking Rich- 
ard Childress’ anger when 
he learned star driver Tyler 
Reddick was leaving his 
race team. Reddick’s cur- 
rent contract runs through 
2023 and he told his boss 
he was moving on when it 
expires only 10 days after 
scoring his first career Cup 
Series win. 
Childress was livid in his ini- 
tial response, saying the 
“timing of this announce- 
ment could not be any 
worse,” and his grandson, 
Reddick’s teammate Aus- 
tin Dillon, was equally unim- 
pressed. 
“For all the hard work and 
effort that your guys put in 
for you, it can affect you 
going into the playoffs, 
even though you say it’s 
not going to,” Dillon said. 
Turns out it isn’t affecting 
Reddick, who picked up 
his second win in five races 
on Sunday with a victory on 
the road course at India- 
napolis Motor Speedway. 
And it isn’t hurting the No. 8 


team, partly because Chil- 
dress took a day to calm 
down, regroup, and deliver 
a message to the organiza- 
tion. 
“After they made their an- 


nouncement, 
I 
thought 
about it a lot that night, 
gave it a lot of thought, and 
it’s more than just about 
one 
person. 
It’s 
about 
a team,” Childress said. 


“Stayed up most of the 
night thinking about what I 
should do, how I wanted to 
handle it. I went in the next 
day and told the whole 
team ‘it wasn’t a perfect 


circumstance the way it 
went down, but we’re go- 
ing to give it everything 
we’ve got this year, and 
we’ll see where we go next 
year.’ “ 
Make no mistake, though: 
Childress 
was 
adamant 
Reddick a driver he’s re- 
ferred to as “the next Cale 
Yarborough” will fulfill his 
contract and drive his car 
next season. 
But for now? Well, any hurt 
feelings have been pushed 
aside as Reddick helps RCR 
contend for the Cup title. 
His win at Indy made him 
the first RCR driver since 
Kevin Harvick in 2013 to win 
multiple races in a season, 
and multiple victories for 
RCR in a season for the first 
time since 2017. 
Crew chief Randall Burnett 
said the key to finding suc- 
cess in a strained situation 
was understanding Red- 
dick’s decision is “a busi- 
ness deal.” “We’ve still got 
a lot of racing left to do 
with Tyler, and that’s what 
I told our guys. q 


Tyler Reddick, center, and Alexa De Leon, right, celebrate after kissing the bricks following 
Reddick’s win in the NASCAR Cup Series auto race at Indianapolis Motor Speedway, Sunday, July 
31, 2022, in Indianapolis. 


Associated Press 


Reddick win shows RCR can overcome internal turmoil 
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Padres obtain Juan Soto from Nationals in blockbuster deal 


Washington Nationals' Juan Soto bats during a baseball game against the New York Mets at Na- 
tionals Park, Monday, Aug. 1, 2022, in Washington. 
Associated Press 


By BERNIE WILSON and STE- 
PHEN WHYNO 
AP Sports Writers 
SAN DIEGO (AP) — The San 
Diego Padres acquired su- 
perstar outfielder Juan Soto 
from the Washington Na- 
tionals on Tuesday in one 
of baseball's biggest deals 
at 
the 
trade 
deadline, 
vaulting their postseason 
chances by adding one of 
the game's best young hit- 
ters. 
The Padres also obtained 
first baseman Josh Bell while 
sending a haul of players to 
Washington that included 
rookie left-hander MacK- 
enzie Gore, first baseman/ 
DH Luke Voit and prospects 
James Wood, C.J. Abrams, 
Robert Hassell III and Jarlin 
Susana. 
Voit was a late addition to 
the deal after San Diego 
first baseman Eric Hosmer 
declined to waive a no- 
trade provision, accord- 
ing to a person with direct 
knowledge of the move 
who spoke to the AP on 
condition of anonymity be- 
cause negotiations were 
ongoing at the time. 
After reeling in Soto, a gen- 
erational talent who turns 
24 in late October, San Di- 
ego general manager A.J. 
Preller also acquired in- 
fielder Brandon Drury from 
Cincinnati. The Padres sent 
minor league shortstop Vic- 
tor Acosta to the Reds for 
the 29-year-old Drury, who 
has a career-high 20 hom- 
ers this year. 
After contributing to the 
Nationals' first champion- 
ship in franchise history in 
2019, Soto hit .351 in 2020 
to win the NL batting title. 
He has been walked more 
than any other player in 
major 
league 
baseball 
over the past two seasons. 
"The atmosphere here is 
they want to win, and not 
just go to the playoffs but 
win a World Series," said All- 


Star closer Josh Hader, who 
was obtained by San Di- 
ego on Monday in another 
big deal with Milwaukee. 
"That's a contagious atmo- 
sphere to be a part of." 
San Diego began the sea- 
son with a luxury tax payroll 
of $229.3 million, just be- 
low the first threshold, and 
the trades push the Padres 
into tax territory for the sec- 
ond straight season. Soto 
is owed $5,978,022 for the 
rest of this season and Bell 
$3,516,844. 
The package of prospects 
going to Washington is one 
of the most touted groups 
ever involved in one deal. 
Gore and Abrams debuted 
in San Diego this season 
after ranking among the 
sport's elite minor leagu- 
ers, Hassell and Wood are 
both top 100 prospects ac- 
cording to MLB.com, and 
Susana 
was 
considered 
the best pitcher available 
in the 2021-22 international 
free agent class. 
Washington general man- 


ager Mike Rizzo set a lofty 
asking price last month af- 
ter reports emerged that 
Soto rejected the team's 
latest contract offer of $440 
million over 15 years. 
"We set the bar very, very 
high, and one team ex- 
ceeded it and that's the 
deal we made," Rizzo said. 
"Props to the San Diego 
Padres. They're not afraid, 
and ownership's not afraid 
and A.J. Preller's not afraid 
and they were aggressive 
and we made a deal that 
you call historical." 
Soto remains under team 
control for two more sea- 
sons after this one, which 
made it no sure thing the 
Nationals would trade him 
now. The Padres getting 
him for potentially three 
playoff runs even absent 
a new deal made this the 
peak of Soto's value. 
That 
uncertainty 
began 
weighing on Soto, who 
said after Sunday's game 
against St. Louis: "I just want 
to get it over with and see 


what's going to happen. 
Start over here or wherever 
I'm at." 
He gets to start over in San 
Diego in the midst of his 
second All-Star season, part 
of a loaded lineup that also 
includes 
All-Star 
Manny 
Machado and Fernando 
Tatis Jr. when the shortstop 
returns from a broken left 
wrist. 
"It's pretty impressive to 
have those three types of 
guys on one team in the 
same lineup," said Wil My- 
ers, the Padres' longest-ten- 
ured player. "Excited to see 
that trio, hopefully in the 
next week or two." 
Tatis could be 10 days to 
two weeks away from be- 
ing added to the active 
roster. 
With 
little 
protection 
around him in Washington's 
lineup, Soto hit .246 with 20 
home runs and 45 RBIs and 
91 walks in 101 games. 
In 2,435 plate appearanc- 
es since making his Nation- 
als debut in 2018, Soto is 


batting .291 with 118 home 
runs and 357 RBIs. He's only 
a couple of years removed 
from slugging .695 with a 
1.185 OPS and .490 on-base 
percentage — all NL bests. 
Soto becomes the latest 
Nationals player to be trad- 
ed as part of the organiza- 
tion's long-term rebuild and 
with ownership looking to 
sell the team. Rizzo traded 
shortstop Trea Turner, ace 
Max Scherzer, power hitter 
Kyle Schwarber and five 
others at the deadline last 
year, and Washington has 
let Bryce Harper, Anthony 
Rendon and others move 
on in free agency. 
The quintet of young play- 
ers coming from San Diego 
could join the ones ac- 
quired last year — includ- 
ing pitcher Josiah Gray and 
catcher Keibert Ruiz — as 
the core of Washington's 
next contender. 
Gore, a 23-year-old left- 
handed pitcher, had a 1.50 
ERA through his first nine 
starts this year but is now 
on the injured list with el- 
bow inflammation. Abrams 
struggled as a fill-in for in- 
jured Tatis at shortstop to 
begin the season, but he's 
only 21 and has hit .314 at 
Triple-A. 
The 20-year-old Hassell, the 
No. 8 overall pick in the 2020 
amateur draft, hit an RBI 
single in last month's All-Star 
Futures Game. Wood, a 
19-year-old outfielder and 
second-round selection in 
last year's draft, is batting 
.321 with 10 homers and 
45 RBIs for Class-A Lake El- 
sinore. Susana, an 18-year- 
old right-hander, has a 2.45 
ERA with 44 strikeouts in 29 
1/3 innings with San Diego's 
complex league team. 
"We were fortunate that it 
was a well-rounded trade," 
Rizzo said. "We've got two 
pitchers, 
two 
outfielders 
and a shortstop, which fit 
our needs perfectly."q 


